PROVISO SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Amendment: HCS8

Representative HERBKERSMAN proposes the following amendment:

SECTION 38 — L040 Department of Social Services

Amend

38.24. (DSS: Internal Child Fatality Review Committees) For Fiscal Year
2020-21 2021-22, the Director of the Department of Social Services shall create and
fund Internal Child Fatality Review Committees (internal committees) pursuant to the
authority granted in Sections 43-1-60(3), 43-1-80, and 63-7-910(E) of the 1976 Code to
allow for the rapid and expeditious review of reported child fatalities that are reported
to the Department of Social Services on suspicion of abandonment, child abuse, neglect
or harm as defined in Section 63-7-20. This review process will enable the department
to respond to the safety needs of any surviving siblings and will lead to improvement in
the department’s efforts to prevent child fatalities caused by abandonment, child abuse,
neglect or harm. Each internal committee shall be composed of a board-certified child
abuse pediatrician, an agent from the State Law Enforcement Division, a local law
enforcement officer, a representative from the local coroner’s office, and
representatives from the Department of Social Services. The internal committee may
invite other service provider organizations as deemed necessary. The department is
authorized to provide reasonable compensation for board-certified child abuse
pediatricians serving on an internal committee. Internal committees shall have access
to information and records maintained by a provider of medical care regarding a child
whose death is being reviewed by the internal committee, including information on
prenatal care; all information and records maintained by any state, county, or local
government agency, including, but not limited to, birth certificates, law enforcement
investigation data, county coroner or medical examiner investigation data, parole and
probation information and records, and information and records of health agencies that
provided services to the child or family. The meetings, information obtained by, reports
prepared by, and statements made before the internal committees are confidential and
protected from disclosure pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, criminal and civil
proceedings, and subpoenas as set forth in Sections 63-7-940 and 63-7-1990.



